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Celebrate Life.  
Experience Vienna. 

 

Vienna is celebrating its big comeback in 2022: the capital is showing just how much it has to offer 

as it celebrates life, art, enjoyment and every unusual aspect of the city in all its rich glory. Let’s 

celebrate the arts, the city and the extraordinary. 

 

Vienna is back in all its finery. The Austrian capital is emerging from the crisis even more full 

of life, even more modern and even more spectacular than ever. With no end of reasons – new and 

old – to celebrate life here again. Vienna has been working tirelessly on its future. As expected of a 

world capital of its caliber. Behind the city’s imperial backdrop, new attractions are coming to light all 

the time. For centuries, art and culture, science, diversity, cultural exchange, architecture and enjoy-

ment have shaped the soul of this unique city. Vienna has experienced a great deal. But there is one 

thing it hadn’t until now: standstill. But 2022 will bring a return to perpetual motion, offering visitors 

the very best of all worlds – with art, culture, city life and enjoyment leading the way. 

 

Celebrate the Arts 

One of the central factors behind Vienna’s success is its outstanding quality of life. It draws in 

artists and creative spirits. The city’s burgeoning art and cultural scene is an integral part of its DNA. 

Three quarters of visitors to Vienna come because of its world-beating cultural life. The Austrian 

writer Karl Kraus (1874-1936) summed it up best when he said: “The streets of Vienna are paved 

with culture, the streets of other cities with asphalt.” And so it is: between the University of Vienna 

and Karlsplatz alone – an area of not even 1.2km² – visitors have close to 30 museums to choose 

from. It’s hard to imagine any more art – from the age of antiquity to the present day – packed into 

such a small space. Vienna is a buzzing hive of art. The sheer volume of cultural attractions found 

here would easily serve a city four times its size. 

Its cultural scene is developing all the time. A number of museums like the Lower Belvedere 

and the Heidi Horten Collection (re-)opened in Vienna in 2022. And Vienna is on its way to becoming 

a center of African art, an area that provided inspiration for both Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele. The 

world capital of music is set to add another star attraction in 2022: the adventure world Mythos Mo-

zart. Synonymous with the high-quality offering found throughout Vienna, the city’s rich cultural life 

is a product and expression of a cosmopolitan and open-minded capital that works to the benefit of 

residents and visitors alike. 

 

Celebrate the City 

Openness and exchanging ideas are an integral part of the city, where diversity is anything but 

an empty marketing buzzword. It is this outlook that helped Vienna to play a pioneering role nation-

wide in promoting LGBT rights. What’s more, an impressive 178 nationalities are represented by the 

city’s residents. This blend of different influences is best experienced in Vienna’s countless different 

neighborhoods, where real life in the city can be celebrated to the full. Vienna is built on variety: here, 

imperial landmarks rub shoulders with prime examples of contemporary architecture. In the historic 



 09.11.2022

 

2/8 

city center it’s easy to get from A to B on foot. The days of public squares being used as car parks 

are ancient history – today they provide havens of relaxation where pedestrians can watch the world 

go by. Almost half the city is accounted for by green spaces and waterways, with just under 1,000 

parks and gardens defining its look and feel. Vienna offers the experiences of a safe world capital, 

without the associated stress factors. And all of this makes it an attractive destination for meetings, 

too: more than 200 impressive venues and hotels – from historic to modern – provide the perfect 

backdrop for congresses, corporate events and incentives. When it comes to planning smart new 

urban development zones, it’s not just about innovative and sustainable living, but creating spaces 

for research companies, eco-friendly designer hotels (such as Dormero HoHo, a 75% timber high-

rise), co-working spaces, parkland and cultural facilities to thrive in. If this wasn’t enough, Vienna is 

committed to going carbon neutral by 2040. 

All of these factors come together to make Vienna a happy city. A place where nothing is far 

from anything else, where people feel safe and can make meaningful connections with one another. 

Where the next green space is only a few meters away – and even if it sometimes doesn’t seem that 

way, the Viennese really are very happy with their lot in life. 

 

Celebrate the Extraordinary 

It’s not just down to fantastic food and excellent wine: no other European country has a capital 

city with its own cuisine named after it (Viennese Cuisine), a winegrowing industry that comes any-

where close – or can serve up anything like Vienna’s inimitable coffeehouse culture. Thanks to the 

city’s unrivalled reputation for cakes and pastries, all of its cafés offer up a rich slice of Viennese 

indulgence – with a sugar rush thrown in for good measure.  

What might come as something of a surprise: lots of the ingredients that go into the dishes 

served at the city’s restaurants are actually grown right here. Using cutting-edge methods, without 

any of the long transport chains. It doesn’t get much more sustainable than that. Did you know that 

Vienna is cucumber central? 65% of the nation’s cucumbers are grown in the capital. And Vienna 

has another luxury up its sleeve: simply turn on a tap to savor crisp, fresh water direct from the 

mountains. And that is by no means a given for a major city, which is why people look to us with envy 

from all over the world. 

But that’s not it for astounding achievements in Vienna: a proud centuries-old tradition of hand-

craftsmanship and design is constantly evolving. Because manufacturers such as Augarten Porzellan 

– which dates back to the days of the empire – have always kept their finger on the pulse, we can 

continue to celebrate their exceptional quality and contemporary designs to this day. Young design-

ers like Laura Karasinski are imbuing the capital’s creative scene with fresh ideas, and are very much 

in demand for interior projects such as the new Superbude hotel next to Vienna’s prater park. 

 

Let’s Celebrate 

There are plenty of reasons to celebrate in – and with – Vienna next year. Visitors will not only 

leave happier than when they arrived: the impressions they take away with them will live on for a 

very long time to come. And it goes without saying that Vienna won’t be standing still in future, either. 

It is firmly on the path to becoming a sustainable smart city. Quality of life will continue to rise. The 

Vienna of the future arrived a long time ago. And that is more than enough reason to celebrate in 

2022. Full information at: celebrate.wien.info 
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Facts and figures 
 
Celebrate the Arts 

• New museums and reopenings in 2022: 

o Lower Belvedere (end of January 2022) 
3rd district, Rennweg 6  
www.belvedere.at  

o Heidi Horten Collection (opening June 2022) 
1st district, Hanuschgasse 3 
www.hortencollection.com  

o Mythos Mozart (opening 8 september 2022) 
1st district Kärntner Strasse 19 
mythos-mozart.com 

o Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky-Zentrum (scheduled opening beginning of October 
2022) 
5th district, Franzensgasse 16/40 
www.schuette-lihotzky.at  

o Josephinum (opening 28 september 2022) 
9th district, Währinger Strasse 25 
www.josephinum.ac.at  

o Lebendiges Haus/Alte Post (scheduled opening summer/fall 2022) 
1st district, Dominikanerbastei 11 
www.sha-art.com  

o House of Strauss at Casino Zögernitz 
(scheduled opening 2nd quarter 2023) 
19th district, Döblinger Hauptstrasse 76Wien Museum Karlsplatz (scheduled 
opening December 2023) 
4th district, Karlsplatz 8 
www.wienmuseum.at  

o Villa Beer (scheduled opening early 2024) 
13th district, Wenzgasse 12 
www.villabeer.wien  

 

Top events in 2022 

• Blockbuster exhibitions: 

o Dalí – Freud. An Obsession, Lower Belvedere (Jan 28-May 29, 2022) 

o Edvard Munch. In Dialog, Albertina (Feb 18-Jun 19, 2022)  

o Ai Weiwei. In Search Of Humanity, Albertina modern (Mar 16-Sep 4, 2022)  

o Josef Hoffmann. Progress Through Beauty, MAK  
(Dec 15, 2021-Jun 19, 2022)  
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o Artistic Rivalry. Cellini, Rubens, Goya, KHM (Sep 20, 2022-Jan 8, 2023)  

• Art spring: 

o PHOTO VIENNA (Mar 9.-27, 2022) 

o SPARK Art Fair (Mar 24–27, 2022) 

o Art Austria (May 5-8, 2022) 

o Parallel Editions (May 12-15, 2022) 

• Art and design fall: 

o viennacontemporary (Sep 8-11, 2022) 

o Parallel Vienna (Sep 6-11, 2022) 

o curated by (September/October 2022) 

o Vienna Design Week (Sep 16-25, 2022) 

o Vienna Art Week (November 2022) 

• Close to 30 museums on an area of 1.2km² between the University of Vienna and 
Karlsplatz. 

• World’s largest collection of paintings by Gustav Klimt is on display at the Upper Belvedere: 
24 works (incl. The Kiss) (Source: www.belvedere.at)  

• World’s largest collection of sketches by Gustav Klimt at the Wien Museum: 400 works (not 
on permanent display) (Source: www.wien.gv.at/presse/2012/05/15/weltweit-groesste-klimt-
sammlung-im-wien-museum) 

• World’s largest Egon Schiele collection at the Leopold Museum: 42 paintings and 187 
original graphics (sketches and colored feuilles) and autograph works (letters, etc.) (Source: 
www.leopoldmuseum.org/de/sammlung/egon-schiele) 

• Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna: 
- 12 paintings by Pieter Bruegel the Elder – the world’s largest collection 
- World’s largest collection of Netherlandish paintings: 800 works 
- One of the world’s largest collections of Venetian art (including pictures from all of Titian’s 
artistic periods): 400 works 
The world’s largest and most important ‘cabinet of curiosities’. 2,200 items  
(Source: Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna) 

• Albertina: home to one of the world’s most extensive collections of graphic art, with around 
900,000 printed works and 50,000 sketches as well as watercolors (incl. Albrecht Dürer’s 
Young Hare [not on permanent display]) (Source: sammlungenonline.albertina.at) 

• MuseumsQuartier: one of the world’s largest cultural complexes (total area: 87,800m²) 
(Source: www.mqw.at)  

• The mumok – museum of modern art ludwig foundation vienna collection comprises around 
10,000 works, making it the largest museum of modern and contemporary art in Central 
Europe. It is also home to the world’s largest Viennese Actionism collection (Source: 
www.mumok.at/de/uber-mumok) 
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Celebrate the City 

 

• 53% of the city’s surface area accounted for by green spaces (Source: www.ots.at/pres-

seaussendung/OTS_20190502_OTS0046/sima-53-wiens-sind-gruenraum) 

• 990 parks and gardens (Source: www.wien.gv.at/statistik/pdf/wieninzahlen-2019.pdf)  

• Prater park: 6 million m²; almost twice the size of Central Park in New York (Source: 

www.wien.gv.at/umwelt/parks/anlagen/prater.html) 

• Donau-Auen National Park: more than 9,600 hectares, of which approx. 65% wetland 

forests, 15% meadowland and approx. 20% bodies of water; more than 30 species of 

mammals and 100 species of water birds, 8 species of reptiles, 13 species of amphibians 

and 60 species of fish (Source: www.donauauen.at/der-nationalpark/zahlen-daten-fakten/) 

• Vienna – one of four official UN headquarters for more than 40 years now – is home to over 

a dozen UN organizations including the IAEA, as well as OPEC and the OSCE (site of its 

secretariat since 1995), and numerous other international organizations which together 

employ more than 19,000 people (Source: www.bmeia.gv.at/europa-aussenpolitik/wien-als-

sitz-internationaler-organisationen/) 

• International business relocations in 2021: 225 – more than all of Austria’s other federal 

provinces put together (Source: Wien in Zahlen 2022) 

• Around 46,000 people work in research in Vienna (Source: Wien in Zahlen, Forschung und 

Entwicklung 2020) 

• More than 480 biotech companies, pharmaceutical operations and medical product busi-

nesses manufacture or develop their products in Vienna. At one such facility, the Vienna-

based physician Manuela Födinger played a key role in the development of the coronavirus 

gargle tests at the Biocenter Vienna. 

• Before the coronavirus pandemic, analysis of the long-term average showed that one in eight 

overnight stays in Vienna was accounted for by participants in congresses, meetings, corpo-

rate events or incentives 

• 3 congress centers, around 100 meeting hotels and more than 100 event locations – many 

with outstanding USPs 

• Congresses in 2022: 

o European Congress of Radiology (ECR) 2022 

o United European Gastroenterology (UEG) Week 2022  

o 42nd Congress of the European Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons 

(ESCRS) 2024  

o 24th European Congress of Neurosurgery (EANS) 2025 

o 28th International Congress of the World Muscle Society (WMS) 2025  



 09.11.2022

 

7/8 

• New hotels: 

o By the end of 2022: implementation of approx. 12 hotel projects with around 2,000 

rooms 

o New luxury segment openings in 2022:  

 The LEO GRAND HOTEL Vienna (77 rooms) 

 Rosewood Vienna (99 rooms) 

 Almanac Vienna (111 rooms) 

o Other openings: 

 magdas Hotel im Stephanushaus (86 room) 

 Radisson RED Vienna (179 rooms)  

 BASSENA Wien Donaustadt (198 rooms) 

 

• 178 nationalities are represented by the city’s residents (source: Wien in Zahlen 2021) 

• Around 45% of the Viennese population have some form of immigrant background i.e. both 

parents were born abroad, with members of the first generation themselves born abroad 

and members of the second generation born in Austria (Statistics Austria/UNECE).  

(Source: www.wien.gv.at/statistik/bevoelkerung/bevoelkerungsstand/def-migration.html ) 

 

Celebrate the Extraordinary 

• Around 8,390 hospitality sector enterprises – from restaurants to coffeehouses (source: 
annual statistics for 2021 published by the Vienna Economic Chamber) 

• Around 2,200 cafés – from traditional coffeehouses to neighborhood espresso bars (source: 
annual statistics for 2021 published by the Vienna Economic Chamber) 

• Vienna’s world-famous coffeehouse culture features on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage list: Traditional Viennese Coffee House Culture added in 2011, Viennese Heuriger 
Wine Tavern Culture added in 2019. 

• Around 4,200 sidewalk cafés and restaurants (Source: DerStandard, “Leben in Wien” 
supplement, July 2021) 

• 12 Michelin-starred restaurants: including Austria’s first 3-star restaurant, Amador. 
Restaurant Steirereck, Silvio Nickol Gourmet Restaurant im Palais Coburg, Konstantin 
Filippou and Mraz & Sohn each with two stars, seven others with one star (Source: Guide 
Michelin Main Cities of Europe 2020) 

• 159 Gault Millau toque winning restaurants in 2022 

• Steirereck: 13th place in the World‘s 50 Best Restaurants (Source: 
www.theworlds50best.com) 
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• Palais Coburg wins World’s Best Wine List by UK wine magazine The World of Fine Wine 
out of 4,500 top restaurants for the second time in 2017 (previously in 2014) 

• 100 Heuriger and Buschenschank wine taverns with wine from own production (source: 
Landwirtschaftskammer Wien) 

• Vienna is the only major city in the world with extensive vineyards within the city limits. 
Around 700 hectares of vineyards, 140 winegrowers (not including hobby growers) (source: 
Landwirtschaftskammer Wien) 

• One third of the city’s winegrowing area given over to organic wines (source: 
Jahrestätigkeitsbericht 2018 published by Landwirtschaftskammer Wien) 

• Wiener Gemischter Satz: Presidio product by Slow Food and designated DAC status in 
2013 

• Around 80% of winegrowing land given over to white wine, approx. a quarter of total area 
dedicated to Wiener Gemischter Satz blended wine (Source: Landwirtschaftskammer Wien) 

• Around 580 agricultural producers (Source: Statistik Austria 2020) 

• Agricultural land: 14% of the province of Vienna, or around 5,700 hectares (Source: Wiener 
Landwirtschaftsbericht 2017, published every two years) 

• 35% of the capital’s arable land is given over to organic farming, making Vienna one of the 
nation’s leading provinces (Source: Statistik Austria 2020) 

• Vienna is the cucumber capital: 65% of all Austrian cucumbers, or 29,270 tons come from 

Vienna 

(Source: www.wien.gv.at/statistik/wirtschaft/tabellen/gemueseernte-anbauflaeche.html)  

 

 


