


Vienna’s Art Scene

From major museums, respected galleries and alternative art spaces, to festivals and fairs: there are many ways to experience fine art in Vienna. New shows open almost daily, and exhibition launches never fail to draw in an eclectic mix of personalities. As a city of art, strong traditions provide a foundation for exciting new developments to thrive.

“Meet me at the exhibition opening”, sing cult Viennese band Bilderbuch, “sip Martini until the morning comes”. This lyric perfectly encapsulates a particular aspect of life in the city. Opening nights, launches and art fairs are usually pretty laid back affairs in Vienna – a mix of art appreciation, a chance to catch up and share gossip and outright party. Also, the way that art is presented in general in Vienna combines elements of serious appraisal and informal hanging out – most notably at the MuseumsQuartier with its major museums, exhibition halls, bars and restaurants, and giant courtyard.
This easy-going approach possibly stems from Vienna’s strong traditions as an artistic center, as well as its openness to new ideas. At the two main art universities (the Academy of Fine Art and the University of Applied Arts) more than 3,000 students, around half of whom come from overseas, help to fuel the city’s diverse and cosmopolitan art scene.
Teachers and graduates of these venerated institutions include big names such as Franz West, Franz Graf, Maria Lassnig, Bruno Gironcoli, Gottfried Helnwein, Daniel Richter and Erwin Wurm. In the second half of the 20th century, Vienna saw the emergence of groundbreaking art movements such as Viennese Actionism — which now has its own dedicated museum in the city center and featured prominent figures like Günter Brus, Otto Muehl, Hermann Nitsch, and Rudolf Schwarzkogler — and the Vienna School of Fantastic Realism, represented by artists such as Arik Brauer, Ernst Fuchs, and Rudolf Hausner.
As the former seat of the Habsburg Empire, Vienna looks back on an illustrious artistic tradition. Masterpieces spanning many centuries can be seen at the Kunsthistorisches Museum, the Belvedere, the Albertina, the Leopold Museum and other renowned museums in the city. But the major museums also have a strong track record of promoting contemporary art. The exhibition and event schedule at the Kunshistorisches Museum, to take one such example, has an established modern and contemporary art focus, and the museum also brings installations and exhibitions to the Theseus Temple in the Volksgarten. Operated by the Belvedere, the Belvedere 21 is dedicated to contemporary art. It is located in one of the most architecturally significant buildings of the postwar period, originally designed by Viennese architect Karl Schwanzer as the Austrian Pavilion for the 1958 Brussels World’s Fair, for which it was awarded the Grand Prix d’Architecture. Other key venues for contemporary art include Albertina modern, the Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig Wien (mumok), and the MAK – Museum of Applied Arts, which focuses on design. At the Wien Museum, which reopened in 2023 after extensive renovations, the history of Vienna is told through artworks and many other objects. As Austria’s first public museum, it offers free access to its extensive permanent exhibition.
Galleries and alternative art spaces
While there are interesting galleries to be found all over the city, the highest concentrations can be found in the first district, on Eschenbachgasse  and on Schleifmühlgasse near Naschmarkt. When multiple galleries launch the latest cycle of exhibitions in parallel, the opening events bring together art fans of all ages from every echelon of society.. 
These days many of the established galleries have introduced formats that set aside space for young experimental art. 
Viennese galleries are prominent fixtures at the major international art fairs, chief among them Art Basel in Basel, Miami and Hong Kong. 
Alternative art spaces have sprung up as a counter pole to the art market. Mostly directed by non-profit associations or initiatives, they take art beyond its traditional settings. Some of these off-spaces operate without any budget to speak of, while others receive public grants or are supported by private backers. They are free spaces that make experimentation possible without commerical pressure – where production, presentation and discussion lead the way.
It is impossible to say precisely how many such projects there are in Vienna – by the very nature of the genre, many are only around for a short time. For others, giving a temporary use to empty buildings is all part of the concept.
Gallery addresses:
Academy of Fine Arts exhibition space, Eschenbachgasse 11, 1010 Vienna, 
https://www.akbild.ac.at/de/museum-und-ausstellungen/Exhibit/information
Christine König Galerie, Schleifmühlgasse 1A, 1040 Vienna, www.christinekoeniggalerie.com
Croy Nielsen, Parkring 4, 1010 Vienna, croynielsen.com
EXILE Gallery, Elisabethstrasse 24, 1010 Vienna, www.exilegallery.org
Galerie Crone, Getreidemarkt 14, 1010 Vienna, www.galeriecrone.com
Galerie Elisabeth & Klaus Thoman, Seilerstätte 7, 1010 Vienna, www.galeriethoman.com
Galerie Layr, Singerstrasse 27, 1010 Vienna, www.emanuellayr.com
Galerie Ernst Hilger, Dorotheergasse 5, 1010 Vienna, www.hilger.at
Galerie Krinzinger, Seilerstätte 16, 1010 Vienna, www.galerie-krinzinger.at
Galerie Kandlhofer, Brucknerstrasse 4, 1040 Vienna, www.kandlhofer.com
Galerie Martin Janda, Eschenbachgasse 11, 1010 Vienna, www.martinjanda.at
Galerie Meyer Kainer, Eschenbachgasse 9, 1010 Vienna, www.meyerkainer.com
Galerie Michaela Stock, Praterstrasse 17, 1020 Vienna, www.galerie-stock.net
Galerie nächst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwälder, Grünangergasse 1, 1010 Vienna, www.schwarzwaelder.at
Galerie Steinek, Eschenbachgasse 4, 1010 Vienna, www.galerie.steinek.at
Galerie Sturm & Schober, Kohlmarkt 9/2/5, 1010 Vienna, www.sturmschober.com
Georg Kargl, Schleifmühlgasse 5, 1040 Vienna, www.georgkargl.com
Hilger NEXT Brotfabrik Wien, Absberggasse 27, 1100 Vienna, 
http://www.brotfabrik.wien/kunst-kultur/galerie-hilger-next.html
KOENIG2 by_robbygreif, Margaretenstrasse 5, 1040 Vienna, www.koenig2.at
Krinzinger Schottenfeld, Schottenfeldgasse 45, 1070 Vienna, www.galerie-krinzinger.at
Krobath, Eschenbachgasse 9, 1010 Vienna, www.galeriekrobath.at
Lukas Feichtner Galerie, Seilerstätte 19, 1010 Vienna, www.feichtnergallery.com
Sophie Tappeiner, An der Hülben 3, 1010 Vienna, www.sophietappeiner.com
Zeller Van Almsick, Franz-Josefs-Kai 3, 1010 Vienna, www.zellervanalmsick.com
Off-space addresses:
ada, Wattgasse 16, 1160 Vienna, www.artisticdynamicassociation.eu
Angewandte Interdisciplinary Lab, Georg-Coch-Platz 2, 1010 Vienna, www.ailab.at
das weisse haus, Hegelgasse 14, 1010 Vienna, www.dasweissehaus.at
Kevin Space, Volkertstrasse 17/4, 1020 Vienna, www.kevinspace.org
Kunstraum Super, Schönbrunner Strasse 10, 1050 Vienna, neu.supersuper.at
Masc Foundation, Grundsteingasse 40, 1160 Vienna, www.masc.at
Art Fairs and Art Events
The rhythm of Vienna’s art year is set by fairs and other major events. Most have fixed dates, with autumn being especially popular. The international art fair viennacontemporary, held in September, sees itself as an incubator and showcase for young galleries from Central, Eastern, and Southeastern Europe. On display are current works from many fields of visual arts: painting, graphic arts, sculpture, photography, installation, and performance.
Running concurrently with viennacontemporary, the art event Parallel Vienna brings together galleries, off-spaces, and solo presentations by artists at a single location. The event takes place in vacant buildings, incorporating their former use into the exhibition design.

In November, Vienna Art Week turns the city into a mecca for art lovers and professionals from around the globe. The packed program includes exhibitions, panel discussions, lectures, artist talks, special guided tours, installations, interventions, and performances.
The project curated by explores new ways of collaboration between galleries and curators: Viennese galleries for contemporary art present exhibitions curated by international curators. Since 2021, SPARK Art Fair has established itself as a spring fixture – an international art fair focused on solo presentations, taking place at the Marx Halle.
Addresses:
curated by, www.curatedby.at
Parallel Vienna, www.parallelvienna.com
Vienna Art Week, www.viennaartweek.at
viennacontemporary, www.viennacontemporary.at

Art in public spaces
KÖR (Kunst im öffentlichen Raum Wien/Art in Public Spaces Vienna) helps to add color to the capital’s urban space through highly diverse temporary and permanent projects. Examples can be found in the long walkways of the Karlsplatz underground station. Austrian multimedia artist Peter Kogler came up with a wallpaper-like network of computer-generated pipeline motifs for the walls of the corridors leading to and from the platforms. His compatriot Ernst Caramelle came up with an installation for the below-ground passageway linking the State Opera House and Naschmarkt. At Seestadt Aspern – one of the largest urban development projects in Europe – in the northwest of Vienna, New York-based Viennese star designer Stefan Sagmeister decorated a 400-square-meter wall using colors, shapes and typographic elements.
Wienerwand is an initiative that gives graffiti artists the opportunity to express themselves at various sites in the city, including the banks of the Danube Canal. Calle Libre is the largest street art festival in Central Europe. It takes place every summer and connects Latin American and European street artists, bringing more color to the city through large-scale murals.

Info:
Calle Libre, www.callelibre.at
KÖR, www.koer.or.at
Wiener Wand, www.wienerwand.at
Photographic art
At WestLicht, a venue for photography, historical and modern photography are featured in rotating exhibitions. With greats such as Henri Cartier-Bresson, Elliott Erwitt, Franz Hubmann, Sebastião Salgado, Herbert List and August Sander among the featured artists, Westlicht is no stranger to presenting the biggest names in world photography. It also hosts themed exhibitions: an annual highlight is the World Press Photo competition, the leading show for anyone involved in photo journalism. Westlicht is also branching out and now has a satellite in one of Vienna’s outlying districts: the Ostlicht photo gallery, which is located in a former industrial bakery in the tenth district.
With Westlicht and the Leica shop at its center, the city has its very own photography quarter between Zieglergasse and Kaiserstrasse. Anyone out for a stroll in this area is bound to come across one of the specialist photography stores selling new and used cameras and – in some cases rare – accessories sooner rather than later.
The Foto Wien festival shows just how diverse and interesting the city’s current photographic focuses are. The biennale Festival for Photography (scheduled to take place next in 2020) cooperates with partners all over the capital. Venues including Kunsthalle Wien and numerous other museums, galleries, off-spaces and temporary art spaces put the genre of photographic art in the viewfinder in honor of the occasion. Foto Wien, the biennial festival for photography, shows just how diverse and exciting current positions in artistic photography can be. Foto Wien is part of the new Foto Arsenal Wien, which opened in early 2025 at a permanent location in the Arsenal (3rd district). The new exhibition venue for historical and contemporary photography occupies renovated spaces within a cultural cluster.
Addresses:
Camera31, Westbahnstrasse 31, 1070 Vienna, www.camera31.com
Leica Camera Classics, Westbahnstrasse 40, 1070 Vienna, www.leicashop.com
United Camera, Westbahnstrasse 23, 1070 Vienna, www.united-camera.at
WestLicht – Center for Photography, Westbahnstrasse 40, 1070 Vienna, www.westlicht.com
Ostlicht, Brotfabrik Wien, Absberggasse 27, 1100 Vienna, www.ostlicht.org
Foto Arsenal Wien, Arsenalplatz, Objekt 19, 1030 Vienna, www.fotoarsenalwien.at  
Eating, drinking and schmoozing
Art is a celebration. And celebrating is something that Vienna is particularly good at. Not just at first nights, but on virtually every day of the year. A number of bars and restaurants have direct art connections, such as futuregarden with its own gallery next door, Schikaneder in the foyer of a cinema, and cafés such as Engländer and Anzengruber. These locations are a magnet for the art scene, drawing in famous and undiscovered talents alike.
The cafés, bars and restaurants at the city’s museums and exhibition venues know how to combine art and culinary enjoyment. Café im mumok and Café Leopold and the various other museum cafés at the MuseumsQuartier Wien are ideal places for museumgoers to sit down, recharge their batteries and talk about everything they have just seen. In Vienna, people also go to museums for dinner: many exhibition venues include appealing restaurants, such as Salonplafond at the MAK, Do & Co at the Albertina, or Trude & Töchter at the Wien Museum.
Addresses:
Café Engländer, Postgasse 2, 1010 Vienna, www.cafe-englaender.com
Café Charly im mumok, Museumsplatz 1, MuseumsQuartier, 1070 Vienna, www.mumok.at/de/cafe
Café Leopold, Museumsplatz 1, MuseumsQuartier, 1070 Vienna, www.cafeleopold.wien
Café-Restaurant Anzengruber, Schleifmühlgasse 19, 1040 Vienna, https://anzengruber.cafe/
Do & Co Albertina, Albertinaplatz 1, 1010 Vienna, www.doco.com/albertina 
futuregarden, Schadekgasse 6, 1060 Vienna, www.facebook.com/futuregarden
Salonplafond im MAK, Stubenring 5, 1010 Wien, salonplafond.wien
Schikaneder, Margaretenstrasse 24, 1040 Vienna, www.schikaneder.at
Trude & Töchter, Karlsplatz 8, 1010 Vienna, www.trudeund.at
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